• I’s Man follows the story of Utah Taylor as he endeavours to find his father. Write a short paragraph in which you discuss

•  how Taylor’s narrative provides evidence or support for any two of the documentary’s  analytical insights  into masculinity in the Bahamas. [4]

• How Utah’s narrative is constructed to elicit the sympathy and identification of the documentary’s audience [2]

• Women, who are considered to be naturally “soft”, can... perform virtually any activity, without losing that “softness”. Being “hard”, however, appears to be a far more insecure thing. Men are not naturally “hard”; they must socialize themselves to be “tough”, and can all too easily slip into “softness”. In the Bahamas, then, the unspoken idea appears to be that women are closer to nature and men are the products of enculturation....Indeed, as Turner and Bloch have both argued, one reason for the violence and elaborate ritual involved in many male coming-of-age rites is that in order to become men, boys must be forcibly separated from the natural world of women and inducted into the cultural world of men (Bloch, 1986; Turner, 1967). In the Bahamas, where young black men come of age without any specific public ritual, it is possible to speculate that their entry into manhood is particularly precarious, and therefore throughout their life, and particularly while they are still considered “young”, the actions that they perform are often carefully monitored to ensure that they remain men, and do not slip back into “softness” with “womanish” behaviour. (Bethel)

“There’s a man box and then within that man box there’s a black man box that’s even smaller, and then within that black man box, there’s the Bahamian man box..” - Niambi Hall-Campbell

• In your own words, define the term “man box” as it was used in Strachan’s documentary, I’s Man. [2]

• By selectively quoting and explicating Nicolette Bethel’s explanation above explain why the black Bahamian man box exists and why Dr. Hall-Campbell conceptualizes it as within a black man box that is within the man box. [4].

• The theorist R. Connell believes that there is not just one masculinity in society, but masculinities. One of these forms of masculinity is hegemonic masculinity. Connell writes “Hegemonic masculinity was distinguished from other masculinities, especially subordinated masculinities....It embodied the currently most honored way of being a man, it required all other men to position themselves in relation to it, and it ideologically legitimated the global subordination of women to men.”

• Drawing on the documentary for support, as well as your own knowledge of Bahamian society, characterize three traits associated with the “currently most honored way of being a man” in the Bahamas. [3]

• Consider Bahamian customs and laws. Drawing on the documentary for support and your personal knowledge write a well organized paragraph in which you explain two ways in which Bahamian laws and/or social conventions empower hegemonic masculinity by “ideologically legitimat[ing] the...subordination of women to men.”  [5]